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PUTTING  AWAY  BLANKETS 
Some  of  the  winter  blankets  may  need  cleaning  before  they 
are  stored  for  the  hotter  months.     If  the  "blankets  are  washed  at  home,  it 
is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  wool  requires  special  care  in  washing.  Moist 
wool,  when  wet,  is  sensitive  to  rubbing  and  sudden  changes  of  temperature. 
If  strong  alkalis  are  put  into  the  wash  or  rinse  water,  the  wool  fibers  are 
likely  to  become  hard  and  shrunken.    White  fibers  will  be  yellowed. 

,  at 


(name  of  specialist)  (institution) 
recommends  using  lukewarm  water  for  both  washing  and  rinsing  wool.  She 

suggests  soft  water,  free  from  impurities,  as  best,  but  not  water  that  has 

been  softened  with  large  quantities  of  strong  washing  powders.    Borax  may 

be  safely  used  in  the  water  to  which  the  soap  is  added.     It  has  proved  best 

to  dissolve  the  soap  in  the  water,  using  a  neutral  soap.     Mix  well  and  put 

the  blankets  down  into  a  large  quantity  of  lukewarm  suds.     With  a  washing 

machine  it  is  particularly  important  to  have  the  soap  evenly  distributed 

before  the  blankets  are  put  in. 

Many  people  insist  that  blankets  come  out  best  when  washed 

by  hand  but,  as  they  are  heavy  and  clumsy  to  handle,   it  is  much  easier  to  do 

them  in  a  machine.     One  double  blanket  is  about  the  capacity  of  the  ordinary 

family  size  machine.     It  is  best  to  wash  the  blanket  in  the  machine  only  a 

short  time  as  long  running  of  the  machine  pounds  the  blanket  so  that  the 

wool  is  felted  and  no  longer  soft  and  fluffy.     The  water  for  the  second 
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washing  and  for  the  rinsing  should  be  of  the  same  temperature  as  that  used 
for  the  first  washing.     After  rinsing  until  no  soap  remains,   the  blanket 
may  be  run  through  a  loosely  set  wringer  or  spun  in  an  extractor. 

If  the  blanket  is  washed  by  hand,   it  is  best  to  squeeze 
and  work  it  about  in  the  lukewarm  suds  without  rubbing.     A  so-called  vacuum 
cone  on  a  stick  is  a  useful  tool  for  doing  this  if  used  carefully. 

To  dry  the  blanket,  it  is  well  to  hand  it  over  a  line  with 
from  a  fourth  to  a  half  of  the  blanket  on  one  side  or,  better  still,  to 
distribute  the  weight  over  several  lines.  Squeeze  the  excess  water  out  of 
the  ends  occasionally.  The  blankets  will  dry  more  quickly  and  evenly  where 
there  is  a  current  of  moderately  warm  air.  When  dry,  the  nap  may  be  raised 
ly  brushing  with  a  clean,  stiff  whisk  >b room  or  hand  cards.  The  warmth  of  a 
blanket  depends  largely  on  the  amount  of  nap. 

The  washed  blankets  are  ready  to  store  when  thoroughly  dry. 
Any  tight  box  or  container  may  be  used.     Paradichlorobenzene  or  nap thai ene 
flakes  scattered  through  the  folds  of  the  blankets  give  added  protection. 
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